DISCUSSION.
The CHAIRMAN said Mr. Mayou's case was one of interest, especially in view of the youth of the patient. He asked whether Mr. Mayou could tell the meeting anything about the family history. In cases in which glaucoma occurred at an abnormally early age, it was not unusual to find that it was inherited and an example of " anticipation." The youngest case of primary Alaucoma he remembered having seen was that of a girl, aged 15, and in that case a family history of the disease could not be obtained. He gathered from Mr. Mayou's remarks that he regarded the scotoma in the left eye below the fixation point, which was continuous with the blind spot, as something unusual. He (the Chairman) did not think it was uncommon, in cases of glaucoma of the quiet kind, to find scotomata in that part of the field, usually within the 200 circle.
Mr. HERBERT FISHER said his impression of the case was that it was probably a congenitally imperfect angle, although it was not possible to detect the obstructing piece of iris which was at the back of the cornea and in contact with it. One knew that glaucoma was a common experience in cases of congenital aniridia, in which there was no obvious iris. The fact that the aqueous chambers were not shallow, but deep and apparently roomy, was against this being ordinary acquired glaucoma. It would be of interest to know what were the diameters of the corne8e. If they were full, that fact would favour its being a case of congenital malformation.
Mr. MAYoU replied that no other members of the family were affected. The corneal diameters had been measured, and were approximately normal.
Bullet Wound of Orbit. By G. WINFIELD ROLL, F.R.C.S. THE patient, shown with the healed cicatrix of a bullet wound, is a private in the Grenadier Guards, aged 30, who was wounded at the battle of the Marne.
The bullet entered on a level with the floor of the right orbit, where a notch can be felt just external to the infra-orbital nerve. The cicatrix of the wound of exit is close to the tragus of the right ear. There is no affection of hearing, but apparently the capsule of the mandible was wounded and there is slight difficulty in widely separating the teeth. The patient complained immediately of loss of vision, and for some time Section of Ophthalmology 9i the right eye appears to have been prominent from blood extravasation in the orbit. Vision: R., 6; L., 6. At the centre of the macula is a circular opening with well-defined edges about half the size of a papilla. The surrounding area is slightly opaque and paler in tint, with some scattered bright dots on it. The floor of the aperture is uniformly red and shows faint mottling. The remainder of the fundus is normal, and also the structure of the globe. From the direction of the wound there was obviously no direct injury to the globe, and the effect is no doubt a contusion due to the shock of the bullet's impact on surrounding parts, bony and soft tissues. The interesting point arises as to the patient's further value as a soldier. Obviously he is of no further use in a shooting regiment unless he can adapt himself to altered conditions and fire his rifle from the left shoulder. As regards the injured globe, the prospect of improvement of vision is not good.
Case of Proptosis occurring in a Male Child, aged 6. By G. WINFIELD ROLL, F.R.C.S. THE left eye is prominent and has been so during the last three years. The mother thinks that it was not present or noticeable in the first years of life. The ocular fundus is normal and visual acuity _6 Apparently the boy suffers neither pain nor inconvenience. Examination of nasopharynx and nares negative. The patient has been twice submitted to X-ray examination without result. There is a decided asymmetry of the two sides of the boy's face; the right side is rounder and better developed. The eyelids can be completely closed. There are no general symptoms to indicate Graves's disease.
Mr. HERBERT FISHER said he knew of a case of typical Graves's disease in a girl, aged 9, the daughter of a doctor. It was a typical and aggravated instance.
